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three \veeks in existence Mi MacDonald's pledge as to
the brief duration of the new combination was moie hon-
oured in the breach than the obseivance In the 1931 Elec-
tion, he took the field at the head of mainly Tory cohorts to
denounce Labour as out to "mm the country "

In this nightmare phase. Lord Passfield had no share If
any member of the Cabinet of 1929-31 felt doubt as to the
action he should take in the emergency, it was not he His
personal release fiom active political service he accepted,
with relief, to his political faith or his political allegiance,
nothing happened For him, the

"whole episode is a manifestation, which the world will not
fail to note, and which the Butish Labour Party must duly
heed, of the evtraoidmaiy strength of the position of the British
Capitalist system, and the British governing class "

This is the first point he makes He goes on, characteristic-
ally, to accept this demonstration as a call to renewed work
Thus,

"The shock that the Laboui Paity has received by the magnitude
of its defeat may be expected to do it good "

A Party only twenty five years old was " prematurely born
into governmental life " Not only had it never come near
to comprising a majority of the nation "at no election, not
even that of 1929, did it obtain the support at the polls of a
majority of the wage-earning class " Back, then, to educa-
tion, to thinking, to propaganda, back, above all, to the
development of "much more of that fuendly social inter-
course among fellow-workers in a common cause which so
effectually promotes its success "

This article is signed Sidney Webb In fact, for all pur-
poses, of wnting and speaking, of work and of intercourse,
the smash of 1931 not only released, it made an end of Lord
Passfield Sidney Webb resumes the name and habit native
to him.